SWO Boss Updates Students on State of the Surface Force by Public Affairs Office, Naval Postgraduate School
Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive
Institutional Publications News Articles Collection
2016-11
SWO Boss Updates Students on State of the
Surface Force
Public Affairs Office, Naval Postgraduate School
Naval Postgraduate School
http://hdl.handle.net/10945/51870
SWO Boss Updates Students on State of the Surface Force
 my.nps.edu /-/swo-boss-updates-students-on-state-of-the-surface-force
U.S. Navy photo by MC3 Brian H. Abel
By MC3 Brian H. Abel
Commander, Naval Surface Forces, Vice Adm. Thomas S. Rowden speaks to NPS surface warfare students during
a guest lecture in King Auditorium, Nov. 3. Rowden discussed upcoming changes to the surface warfare community,
and stressed the importance of power projection around the world.
"The Navy exists to control the sea … to control the sea to the benefit of the United States of America and of our
allies," said Rowden.
He discussed his views on the changing mission of surface vessels, from defensive to offensive, including new
precision missiles that are extremely difficult to counter. He also emphasized the importance of keeping the nation's
enemies guessing at Navy tactics, especially when it comes to projection of power.
"At the end of the Cold War, we were working on and building a fleet designed to provide a balance between sea
control and power projection," said Rowden. "If you look at some of the things that we do with our ships now, the way
we operate today is built into the requirements that we're building into our ships."
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